SAMPLE PRESS RELEASE:  INITIAL ACCREDITATION—BUSINESS

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


Institution Name Earns AACSB Business Accreditation
[image: ](CITY/STATE/COUNTRY) (Date)—(Institution Name) has earned initial accreditation of its business degree program(s) by recent action of the Board of Directors of AACSB International—The Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business. Founded in 1916, AACSB International is the longest serving global accrediting body for business schools that offer bachelors, masters, and doctorate degrees in business and accounting.  
 (Institution Name) joins an elite group of institutions that have achieved business accreditation from AACSB International. Only (number) schools of business, or less than 5% worldwide, have earned this distinguished hallmark of excellence in management education.  	Comment by Amy Ponzillo: The current number of AACSB-accredited schools is located: http://www.aacsb.edu/accreditation/AccreditedMembers.asp. If you have trouble locating this figure, please email: mediarelations@aacsb.edu.
“We warmly congratulate (Institution Name) and (School of Business Dean), and welcome them into the AACSB family of internationally accredited business schools,” said John J. Fernandes, president and chief executive officer of AACSB International. “AACSB Accreditation represents the highest achievement for an educational institution and its college of business. The dean(s), faculty, directors and administrative staff of (Institution Name) are to be commended for their dedication and commitment to continuous improvement, and for their role in earning initial accreditation.”  
To achieve accreditation, an institution’s business program must undergo a meticulous internal review and evaluation process. During this period, the school must develop and implement a mission-driven plan to satisfy 21 quality standards relating to faculty qualification, strategic management of resources, interactions of faculty and students, as well as a commitment to continuous improvement and achievement of learning goals in degree programs.  
During the accreditation process, (Institution/Business School Name) was visited and evaluated by business school deans (if applicable: accounting educators and corporate representatives) with detailed knowledge of management education, applying accreditation standards that are widely-accepted in the educational community. (Appropriate to include as part of a dean/university president quote.)   	Comment by Amy Ponzillo: You should be able to receive this information from the College of Business Dean’s Office.
(Relevant facts/statistics about the School of Business, or the Institution as a whole, should be included here. If information above is not utilized as a quote, insert quote from business school dean/university president or both.)  
(Institution name) achievement will be recognized (in/next) (month) at the (year) AACSB International Conference and Annual Meeting in (city, state, country).  	Comment by Amy Ponzillo: To locate the date of the upcoming International Conference and Annual Meeting visit: www.aacsb.edu/conferences_seminars/conferences
To learn more about (Institution Name/College of Business Name) visit (insert College of Business Web site link). Or to learn more about AACSB Accreditation, visit: www.aacsb.edu/accreditation. 
 
About AACSB International
AACSB International (The Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business), founded in 1916, is an association of almost 1,200 educational institutions, businesses and other organizations in 78 countries. AACSB’s mission is to advance quality management education worldwide through accreditation, thought leadership, and value-added services. AACSB Accreditation is the benchmark of quality worldwide and most widely sought after by business schools—less than 5% worldwide have earned the achievement. As the premier accreditation body for institutions offering bachelors, masters, and doctorate degrees in business and accounting, the association also conducts a wide array of conferences and seminar programs at locations throughout the world. AACSB's global headquarters is located in Tampa, Florida, USA and its Asia Pacific Headquarters is located in Singapore. For more information, please visit: www.aacsb.edu.

About (insert business school name)
(Insert school boilerplate)

For more information, contact: (insert the name of your school public relations representative and telephone number).
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