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Final Version of Controversial Report on Business School Research Issued  
 
TAMPA, FL (February 20, 2008) ― AACSB International today released the final report of the Impact of Research 
Task Force, which examined ways to increase the value and visibility of business school research to students, 
practicing managers and society. The final version of the report follows the August 2007 release of the Draft for 
Comments, which resulted in feedback from nearly 1,000 business deans, directors, and professors.  
 
The AACSB International Board of Directors’ acceptance of the report indicates that the Task Force has 
completed its charge.  Over time, the Board intends to prioritize and address all of the recommendations with the 
guidance of an appointed champion and an implementation task force representative of AACSB membership and 
other stakeholders. 
 
Among the seven recommendations in the report, the one to move AACSB accreditation toward evaluating the 
impact of intellectual contributions generated the most feedback. Though few respondents questioned the 
recommendation’s logic, many believed it would be very difficult, if not impossible, to implement.  The final report 
acknowledges this challenge, and also includes several additional revisions to ensure that the views of the Task 
Force are clearly and consistently interpreted. 
 
The Board will ask the new implementation task force to develop pilot programs that explore the feasibility of 
certain recommendations.  The task force will also be expected to address the potential role of AACSB as an 
advocate for different and innovative ways of looking at business school research, a key theme of the report. The 
implementation task force will convene in mid-2008. Any recommendations from the implementation task force 
affecting the AACSB accreditation standards must then be vetted through an approval process that culminates 
with a vote by all AACSB accredited schools. 
 
“We know that business school research, in its various forms, has and will continue to advance management 
theory, practice and education” says Task Force chair Joseph A. Alutto, of The Ohio State University.  “We also 
know that AACSB, business school faculty, and university administrators have a responsibility to take steps that 
improve both the value and visibility of business school research; this report is a critical first step toward that 
important endeavor.”  
 
AACSB International, the Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business, estimates that each year 
accredited business schools spend more than 320 million USD to support faculty research and another half a 
billion dollars supports research-based doctoral education.   
 
According to AACSB President and CEO John J. Fernandes, the widespread interest in the report is a strong 
indicator that the recommendations within the report are a challenge worth exploring. “Implementing some of the 
recommendations will be difficult, but the management education community should not be paralyzed by that 
challenge”, he said.  “Rather, we must continue the constructive dialogue that has already begun as we explore 
the efficacy and feasibility of the recommendations.” 
 
The Impact of Research Report and accompanying resources are available for free download on the AACSB 
website: www.aacsb.edu/research.   
 
About AACSB International 
AACSB International is an association of more than 1,100 educational institutions, businesses and other 
organizations in 70 countries that are dedicated to the advancement of business education worldwide.  AACSB 
International is the longest serving and largest global accrediting body for business schools that offer 
undergraduate, master’s, and doctoral degrees in business and accounting. The association also is the business 
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education community’s professional development organization, conducting a wide array of conference and 
seminar programs at various locations around the world.  For more information, visit www.aacsb.edu. 
  


